THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the 
books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of 
life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in 
the books, according to their works.”—ReEv. 20: 12. 
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IS CHRISTIANITY DECLINING? 


THE question “Is Christianity declining?” bas been discussed of late both 
in the churches and among people who are not connected with religious 
denominations, but are interested in the progress of religious and pbilo- 
sophical thought. A recent article in the New York Herald offers some 
opinions on this subject which reflect the views of many persons of both 
classes. The conclusion reached therein is, that the religion of Christ is 
advancing, while “the churches are being emptied because people do not 
believe what is taught there.” That faith in its larger sense is on the in- 
crease, while belief in religious dogmas is rapidly decreasing. 

It is evident that the writer of the article in the Herald und the many 
persons whose views he represents, take the position that what they call 
“Christian ideals” are to them the sum of Christianity. They say “real 
Christianity is a life rather than a belief.“ They appear to forget the fact 
that Jesus Christ not only enunciated principles for the acceptance of His 
followers, but organized a Church, in which they were to become members 
and to be governed and directed by its rules and instructed by its divinely 
authorized ministers. 

The Herald writer says “Dogma is not Christianity, but an insignificant 
incident in connection with it.” This is getting to be a common notion 
among thoughtful people, but it is a very grave mistake. The Christianity 
of Jesus of Nazareth is founded on dogma. That does not consist of mere 
opinions or speculative theories. It is doctrine direct from Deity. The 
great Teacher declared “My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me; 
if any man will do his will he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of 
God or whether I speak of myself.” He sent His authorized and ordained 
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Apostles into all the world to preach those doctrines which He received 
from God, declaring that the salvation of mankind depended upon their 
reception of those principles. “He that believeth and is baptized,” said 
He, “shall be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned.” 

Real Christianity is something more than mere ideals. The writer of 
the Herald article admits that the religion that is wanted is “the religion 
of Christ, not as you find it in the creeds, but as you find it in the New 
Testament.” Taking that work as a guide, the notion set forth in the 
article under consideration is an utter fallacy. The New Testament gives 
the history of the establishment of the visible Church of Christ; an organ- 
ized body with Apostles, Prophets, Evangelists, Elders, Bishops, Teachers, 
Deacons, etc., “for the work of the ministry, the perfecting of the Saints 
and the edifying of the body of Christ” until all should come to “the 
unity of the faith and the knowledge of the Son of God.” What they 
preached was dogmatic. Like the Master, they taught with authority. 
John, the beloved disciple, declared, “Whosoever transgresseth and 
abideth not in the doctrine of Christ hath not God.” 

The Christianity of the New Testament is a practical religion, directing 
members of the Christian Church in all the duties of life, and bringing 
them into communion with the Head of the Church by the spirit of truth 
which is an emanation from God to lead mankind into the Divine Presence. 
Its members were “all baptized by one spirit into the one body.“ They 
obeyed its ordinances and conformed to its rules, and were associated 
together under its discipline. It was not composed of factional sects but 
was one body. All its branches, wherever located, were parts of its essen- 
tial unity. Those who departed from the faith were severed from the 
body and had no part or lot in the matter. 

Modern so-called “Christianity” is altogether unlike the system estab- 
lished by Christ. It is made up of societies, discordant in character, 
which have been established on the opinions and notions of men. Its 
primitive form is gone. Its authority derived from God has departed. 
The spirit that animated it of old is withdrawn. There is in it no living 
standard to settle controversy. The Herald article says: 

“Official Christianity—that is theological or dogmatic Christianity— 
has suffered greatly during the last generation. A kind of chaos prevails, 


but out of this chaos will ultimately issue a new and higher order of 
thought.” 


This is correct as to fact, but speculative as to what will be. It seems 
strange that it never dawns upon the minds of thinkers who perceive the 
decadence of modern Christianity, and long for the revivication of real 
Christianity, that the only power by which order can be brought out of 
the chaos existing, is that which brought light out of darkness and the 
cosmos out of chaos in the beginning of creation. The Christianity of 
the New Testament was God-given. It took divine revelation to bring 
it into the world. No human power can re-establish it. No “order of 
thought” proceeding from the mind of man can place Christianity on its 
feet again, resuscitated in its proper form and imbued with its former 
spirit. That is the work of Deity. 
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We are rejoiced to know that the Christianity of the New Testament 
has been actually restored. God has spoken again from the heavens. 
Jesus Christ has once more ministered on earth. His Church, with all 
its former perfections of organization, ordinances, authority, inspired 
ministry, divine spirit, unity, power, gifts, blessings and vital force, is a 
living entity, come to stay and to draw into its fold all true believers in 
the Christianity of Christ. It is despised by orthodoxy as “Mormonism.” 
It embodies all the truths revealed of old, and is blessed with continuous 
revelations of truths adapted to the present age. 

It is both a belief and a life. Its theology is dogmatic because it is 
divine. It is the work of God and not merely of man. It has withstood 
the attacks of the professors and ministers of the age, and survived the 
assaults made upon its adherents with carnal weapons. It is the religion 
of the future. It will revolutionize modern thought. It will win its way 
in the midst of the darkness of this world and fill the earth with its light. 
It is real Christianity, and stands out in bold relief and contrast to the 
counterfeit Christianity which so many thoughtful minds perceive is 
rapidly declining.— Deseret News. 


NORWICH CONFERENCE. 


Tux Norwich Semi-Annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints was held in Gordon Hall, Duke Street, Norwich, Sun- 
day, April 8, 1900. Commencing at 11:30 a.m. 

We were favored with the presence of President Platte D. Lyman and 
Counselor H. W. Naisbitt of the European Mission; Elders Joseph J. 
Daynes, Jr., and John Wyatt of the Birmingham Conference. 

President Heber Austin read the statistical report of the conference for 
the past six months, which shows that the conference is in a prosperous 
condition and that the Elders are doing a good work. 

Statistical report for the six months ending March 31, 1900: Number 
of branches, 2; Missionaries from Zion, 13. Local Priesthood—Elders, 10; 
Priests, 8; Teachers, 3; Deacons, 2; members, 146; total officers and 
members, 172; children under eight years of age, 42; total number of 
souls, 214. Baptised, 2. Died, 1. Strangers’ houses visited—in tracting, 
3,828; by invitation, 845. Gospel conversations, 1,853. Tracts distributed, 
19,076. Books distributed, 523. Meetings held—indoor, 256; out-door, 9. 

The genera] authorities of the Church and the Presidency of the Euro- 
pean Mission were presented and sustained unanimously. Heber Austin 
was sustained as President: of the Norwich Conference, and the following 
Elders were sustained to labor in the various districts as follows: H. B. 
Parrish, Jesse G. Evans, Chas. Minns and Sister Emily Parrish in the Nor- 
wich district; T. M. McCune and David Butler Lowestoft district; J. F. 
Daynes, John Cook and D. H. Allred, Ipswich district; Wm. R. Gedge and 
J. W. Green, Woodbridge district; Win. Colby as President and Samuel Cas- 
tleton as first and Geo. Shipley as second counsellor of the Lowestoft branch. 

Elders J. Fred Daynes, Wm. R. Gedge, John Wyatt and H. H. Davis all 
bore their testimonies to the truthfulness of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
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In the afternoon Brothers Jos. J. Daynes, Jr., Sister Emily Parrish and 
President Platte D. Lyman took up the time, and spoke of the unpopu- 
larity of the Latter-day Saints, and compared them with the former day 
Saints. Also showed that the Saints are an industrious and God fearing 
people. 

In the evening Elder H. B. Parrish and President H. W. Naisbitt occu- 
pied the time, and gave many encouraging remarks to the Saints and 
Elders, showing that every plant that is not planted by God will be rooted 
up and destroyed. 

The conference was well attended, there being a large number of strangers 
present. 

A Priesthood meeting was held on Monday morning, 10 a.m., at 
Conference house, 114 Old Palace Road. 

In the evening a tea party was held in Gordon Hall, and all had a pleas- 
ant time. 


JessE G. Evans, Clerk of Conference. 


OLD AGE ABOLISHED. 


PASTEUR INsTITUTE DISCOVERIES. 


TRE Paris correspondent of the Morning Post writes: One of the greatest 
discoveries of modern science has just been made at the Pasteur Institute. 
When the last details have been settled science will have reached the 
point of abolishing most of the defects of old age, and, consequently, of 
prolonging life. Professor Metchnikoff, director of one of the sections of 
the Institute, is now engaged in seeking the accurate doses of a lymph, or 
rather of a series of lymphs, each of which will rejuvenate a particular 
organ of the human body. Professor Metchnikoff, like most men of science, 
is very modest and has an antipathy to premature publicity. He insisted 
that I should only say he hoped to attain the result above specified. His 
own explanations, as he went on to describe his discoveries, show, how- 
ever, that he has already succeeded in solving the main problem. 

To begin with, Professor Metchnikoff’s experiments show that the ex- 
planation of senile atrophy hitherto obtaining is erroneous. The theory 
was that certain blood cells devoured others when the vital functions 
began to weaken. The organic poisons thrown off energetically in youth 
were believed to remain in the system in old age, or at least-to be less 
energetically ejected, and to poison the finer cells while without action on 
those of the conjunctive tissues. The noble cells died and became the 
prey of the other or plebeian cells, thus bringing about the atrophy of the 
organ where the metamorphosis took place. This explanation is erroneous. 

Professor Metchnikoff has discovered and proved conclusively that the 
noble cells are not dead in organs atrophied by senility, and, moreover, 
that they may be multiplied. By assisting them in their struggle with 
the plebeian cells they will continue to live as actively as in youth. Theo- 
retically, the organism will cease to grow old, and in practice life will be 
prolonged. Professor Metchnikoff has found the means of affording this 
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very desirable assistance, and the results already obtained are most extra- 
ordinary. 

The discovery was made in the following manner: Among Professor 
Metchnikoff’s pupils is M. Bordet, who last year published inthe “Annales 
de l'Institut Pasteur” the results of a curious experiment he had made. 
M. Bordet had injected the blood of a rabbit into a guineapig. Some 
time later he injected the blood of this guineapig into a rabbit. The 
rabbit died. 

Professor Metchnikoff sought the causes of this phenomenon, and soon 
became convinced that the blood of a guineapig injected into a rabbit 
or other vertebrate animal elaborates a poison that weakens the red glob- 
ules of the blood, and makes them the prey of the phagocytes. Under 
the microscope one can see how the white globules devour the red and 
digest them. If one places the non-transparent ordinary blood of a rabbit 
in a glass tube and adds afterwards some of the guineapig’s blood, before 
long the rabbit’s blood becomes transparent, taking the color of Bordeaux 
wine. Starting from the fact that the poison elaborated in the guineapig 
is fatal in large doses, Professor Metchnikoff argued that its action in 
small doses must be stimulating. Thereon is based the action of all 
medicines like strychnine, arsenic, and so forth. Professor Metchnikoff, 
therefore, began to inject into rabbits feeble solutions of previously in- 
jected guineapigs’ blood. The cubic millimetre of blood in the rabbits 
thus treated contained before the injections 3,000,000 red globules; in 
three or four days that number increased to 8,000,000. A sovereign 
remedy against ansmia had been discovered, and Professor Metchnikoff’s 
theory concerning the red globules had been confirmed. 

His entire section at the Pasteur Institute is now working to find the 
specific serums for each particular organ. If the blood serum acts on the 
red globules, the liver serum must produce similar effects on the cells of 
the liver, that of the brain on the brain, and so on. Experiments have 
demonstrated this. The specific kidney serum was found some days ago, 
and Professor Metchnikoff is now determining the exact dose for medical 
purposes. As the Morning Post is not a medical journal, I have had to 
suppress certain experiments and details that might render this article 
more clear. I think, however, it gives a good idea of what Professor 
Metchnikoff has effected. 

The discovery has passed the period of mere laboratory experiments. 
The celebrated Dr. Vidal is now at work on human serums. 

It is remarkable that so many of these discoveries are due almost to 
accident. It will be remembered that Dr. Roux’s great discovery regard- 
ing diphtheria was worked on for four years in France and Germany, and 
was finally completed through a fact that had no relation whatever with 
the malady in question. 

I cannot better conclude this announcement chan by relating the re- 
marks made by Dr. Polaillon, of the Académie de Médeciné, when he was 
informed of the discovery. Dr. Polaillon was inclined to be sceptical. 
“We must see, we must see,” he said. “After all, however, it is not impos- 
sible,” he added. “Organic creatures ought to live ten times as long as it 
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takes them to reach maturity.” Elephants, according to Dr. Polaillon, are 
full grown in thirty years and live 300 years, and there are many other 
examples. Man on the same principles should live 250 years, but he 
comes to a premature end owing to the conditions of life. Two and a 
half centuries would be rather a long extension of the allotted span, but 
there is no reason why human life should not be materially prolonged by 
scientific discoveries. Horses, which by the same rule ought to live thirty 
years, are, he added, in reply to an objection, in the same condition as man. 


CAPTURE AND DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM. 


A GREAT military achievement which happened in the year 70 of the 
first century of our era was the capture and destruction of Jerusalem by 
the legions of Rome. The accounts given us of this siege transcend in 
horror all other records of human sorrow. 

It was at the great annual feast of the passover, when Jews from all 
parts of the world flocked to the capital of their nation to worship in the 
temple, which to them was the earthly dwelling-place of Jehovah. More 
than a million strangers were resident within the walls. There was no 
room in house or hall for so vast a multitude; so they bivouacked in the 
streets, and lay thick as Jeaves in the courts of the holy place. 

Suddenly the Roman trumpets blew. The Jews became inspired with 
fanatical hatred of the enemy, and insane confidence that some miracle 
would be wrought for their deliverance. They deliberated, and chose for 
their leaders the wildest and most enthusiastic of the crowd. They refused 
the offers of mercy and reconciliation made to them by Titus. They sent 
back insulting messages to the Roman general, and stood expectant on 
the walls to see the idolatrous legions smitten by lightning or swallowed 
up by an earthquake. | 

But Titus advanced his forces and hemmed in the countless multitude 
of men, and women and children—few able to resist, but all requiring 
to be fed. Famine and pestilence came on; but still the mad fanatics 
of the temple determined to persevere. They occasionally opened a gate 
and rushed out with the cry, “The sword of the Lord and of Gideon!” 
and were slaughtered by the unpitying hatred of the Roman soldiers. 

Their cruelty to their prisoners, when they succeeded in carrying off a 
few of their enemies, was great; but the patience of the Roman Emperor 
Titus at last gave way, and he soon bettered the example they gave him 
in pitilessness and blood. He drew a line of circumvallation closer round 
the city, and intercepted every supply; when deserters came over, he 
crucified them all round the trenches; when the worn-out people came 
forth, imploring to be suffered to pass through his ranks, he drove them 
back, that they might increase the scarcity by their lives, or the pestilence 
by adding to the heaps of unburied dead. 

Dissensions were raging all this time among the defenders themselves. 
They fought in the streets, in the houses, and heaped the floor and out- 
courts of the temple with thousands of the slain, There was no help 


| 
4 
| 
in 
1 
1 
| 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 231 


either from heaven or earth; eleven hundred thousand people had died of 
plague and the sword; and the rest were doomed to perish by more linger- 
ing torments. Nearest relations—sisters, brothers, fathers, wives—all 
forgot the ties of natural affection under this great necessity, and fought 
for a handful of meal, or the possession of some reptile’s body if they were 
lucky enough to trace it to its hiding-place; and at last—the crown of all 
horrors—the daughter of Eleazer killed her own child and converted it 
into food. 

But the end was at hand. The daily sacrifice ceased to be offered; 
voices were audible to the popular ear uttering in the Holy of Holies, 
“Let us go hence.” The Romans rushed on—climbed over the neglected 
walls—forced their way into the upper temple, and the gore flowed in 
streams so rapid and so deep that it seemed like a purple river! Large 
conduits had been made for the rapid conveyance away of the blood of 
bulls and goats offered in sacrifice: they all became choked now with 
the blood of the slaughtered people. 

At last the city was taken; the inhabitants were either dead or dying. 
Many were crushed as they lay expiring in the great tramplings of the 
triumphant Romans; many were recovered by food and shelter, and sold 
into slavery. The temple and walls were levelled to the ground, and not 
one stone was left upon another. The plough passed over where palace 
and tower had been, and the Jewish dispensation was brought to a close. 
Juvenile Instructor. 


THE CAUSES OF ANTI-SEMITISM. 


Tax growth of national jealousies in modern times is a contributory 
feature for which Jews cannot be held responsible. This feeling in itself, 
however, would not cause Jews to be disliked but for the unreasonable 
refusal to regard Jews as belonging to the nationality of the country in 
which they and their ancestors have settled. Then there is the economic 
cause, which springs partly from jealousy of Jewish success and partly 
from @ tendency, as absurd as it is general, to identify Jews with the 
forces of capitalism. As the attacks of labor on capital have grown more 
pronounced in modern times, so has anti-Semitism strengthened and 
flourished. That the causes of anti-Semitism are likewise political no 
one will deny, but as such they necessarily vary in different countries 
with the political conditions. In Russia, and also to a partial extent in 
France, they are politico-religious. In Austria and Germany political 
parties are so opposed to one another that they have found in the Jewish 
element a convenient scapegoat for their mutual animosities, or a means 
of advancing their personal and political ends. Given all these condi- 
tions, and small wonder that anti-Semitism should flourish; the surpris- 
ing thing would be if there were no such result.—Jewish Chronicle. 


I BESKEOH you, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that none of you 
do run so lazily in the way to heaven as to hinder either yourself or others. 
—Joun Bunyan. 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 12, 1900. 


USE AND ABUSE OF THE FACULTIES. 


In the divine wisdom every person that comes into the world in the 
normal condition is endowed with faculties of mind that, if properly 
cultivated and harmoniously developed, will elevate him to the highest 
state of perfection, even as God Himself is perfect; but if perverted or 
inharmoniously developed may lead to the lowest depths of degradation. 
The one means eternal and ever increasing happiness and felicity; the 
other endless torment and misery. These conditions grow out of the 
course pursued as cause and effect, and the consequences are as natural 
as that the warm sunshine and gentle rain of springtime bring out the 
green leaves and fragrant flowers and that the frosts and storms of 
winter blast and wither them. 

All human passions and appetites have their uses in the economy of the 
Creator, and their legitimate exercise leads only to good, but it is their 
perversion that brings evil results. Love of self has ite legitimate func- 
tion in bettering one’s self both bodily and spiritually, but when such 
betterment is accomplished at the expense of others the results are evil. 
This faculty perverted leads to falsehood, theft, robbery and all under- 
handed tricks in trade. The appetite for food and drink is necessary 
to preserve life and to give strength to both mind and body, while its 
perversion makes the glutton and the drunkard. Sleep and rest are 
neéded to refresh the mind and body, but, carried to extremes, we have 
the sluggard and the idler. The desire for pleasure is legitimate to relieve 
the mind from the cares of business, but carried to the extreme; the re- 
sults are the sportsman and the gambler. The attraction of the sexes 
leads to fatherhood and motherhood together with all the endearments 
of home and family, which bind the hearts of the members more firmly 
than all other earthly ties; but when that passion is perverted it leads 
to the most loathsome and depraved condition to which erring mortals 
can fall. The feelings that lead men’s hearts upward towards God, the 
religious sentiment, in its legitimate function, softens and chastens the 
soul of man and draws down on his head the divine benediction, gives a 
hope that o’erleaps the bounds of earthly life and explores the infinite, 
and generates a faith that will temper and mould the character and make 
man, indeed, in the image of his Maker; but let this greatest of all 
heavenly endowments be warped from its original design and allowed 
to trend in wrong directions it becomes idolatry and fanaticism, such as 
has incited to human sacrifice or filled the pages of history with scenes 
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of carnage and bloodshed that are sickening in contemplation. The one 
fills the heart with that love of God and man which was so persistently 
enjoined by the Savior of the world; the other engenders intolerance, 
hatred, envy and strife, and is the most powerful engine in the hands of 
Satan to drag the human family down to perdition. 

All the evils that curse humanity in every land are the results of the 
inharmonious development and the perversion of the various faculties 
designed by the Creator to fit man for the highest exaltation, but they 
must be developed and controlled by reason and judgment guided by the 
light of the Spirit of God, which will guide into all truth. If the stronger 
passions and desires are allowed to run riot without those restraining and 
and directing influences, they will lead to ruin as certainly as would a 
locomotive under full steam without the guiding hand of the engineer. 

Pope says, “The proper study of mankind is man.” But man in the 
general sense can be studied only by studying self. Self is the standard 
by which others are measured, but the grand object of self-study should 
be self-betterment. It is safe to say that, if one half of the mental energy 
that is expended to accumulate wealth and to improve the outward sur- 
roundings, were devoted to the elevation of the spiritual and moral man, 
through self inspection and self improvement, the advent of the Millen- 
nium would not be long delayed. Then men would be valued for what 
they are and not for what they have. This will come when we learn fully 
the legitimate functions of the faculties given us and hold them sacred 
to their God-designed use. 


Cxxxks of Conferences would confer a favor by sending in reports of 
their conferences for publication as soon as possible after the close. : 


RELEASES AND APPOINTMENTS.—President Thos. Ash of the Birmingham 
Conference is honorably released to return home at his pleasure after 
May 1, 1900. 

President Joseph H. Frisby of the Bristol Conference has been released 
from that position and has been appointed to preside over the Birmingham 
Conference. 

Elder Wm. Horsley has been appointed to preside over the Bristol 
Conference. | 

Elder Heber N. Davis is transferred from the Norwich to the London 
Conference. 


Lonpon ConFERENCE Norick.— The Latter-day Saints will hold their 
Semi-Annual Conference on Sunday, April 15, 1900, in the Clerkenwell 
Town Hall, Rosebery Avenue, London, E.C. Services commence at 2:30 
and 6:30 p.m. General public cordially invited. Seats free. No collections. 


NorrincHaM CoNFERENCE Norick.— The Nottingham Semi-Annual Con- 
ference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Sainte will be held in 
the Central Hall, Shakespeare Street, Nottingham, on Sunday, April 22, 
1900. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a. m., and 2 and 6 p.m. All are 
invited, Seats free, | 
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MERELY A PARASITE. 


HEREsy, we know, feeds on truth; that is an old saying, and it is being 
illustrated on a large scale before our eyes. The Church of England at 
the present day presents an appearance totally different from its appear- 
ance in the last generation. At that time it was governed by the Palmer- 
ston and Shaftesbury Bishops, ecclesiastics of a type who would not have 
a chance of appointment now. We can hardly imagine a Baring at 
Durham, or a Thomson at York in these days. There are one or two relics 
left, fossils, as it were, marking the extent of the revolution, such as Dr. 
Bickersteth at Exeter. Even Liverpool, which has just received a new 
Bishop in the person of Dr. Chavasse, will not again see a Ryle. With 
the men their doctrines are gone. A complete set of different doctrines 
is now taught. The whole set is “Catholic.” Whence this great change? 
Not from the Establishment itself. It comes from the Catholic Church, 
which has overspread England and undermined (as Dr. Benson said 
bitterly) the “branch” and the parasite root.—Catholic Times. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


ELpER HALLDOR JOHNSEN, writing from Reikiavik, Iceland, under date 
of March 24, 1900, says: 

“There are thirteen members here altogether, four of whom I baptized. 
They are all poor but, as far as I know, firm and faithful in the Gospel. 
None of them are able to emigrate except Brother Tobbiassen who expects 
to go with me and take one of his six children with him. He would like 
to take more but he has not the money. 

“There are a few investigators, some of whom are nearly ready for 
baptism, so if I do not baptize them some one else may. 

“If we had a meeting house here we could get many listeners, and, I 
believe, many would join the Church. We need from four to six migsion- 
aries here in this country right away.” 


WE extract the following from a letter from Elder B. R. Birchall of the 
Manchester Conference: 


“We have just held a very successful party at Oldham, many Saints and 
friends participated in the evening’s enjoyment. Our branch choir were 
the originators of the party, and great credit is due them, not only for 
the excellent repast they served, but also for the high musical talent dis- 
played in the rendition of the choice anthems and other pieces selected. 
They certainly deserve encouraging, for they, with Brother Jackson and 
Brother Blackford, our efficient organists, are a valuable adjunct to our 
weekly meetings. 

“We are busy getting ready for our conference and we anticipate a good 
time, and hope to be visited by many strangers. Twoor three new dis- 
tricts have recently been opened by our brethren here, and encouraging 
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reports come therefrom. We had a good ob Bary (6 new 
and though only few were present, all felt well.“ 


Exper A. L. Larson writes from Sivas, Asia Minor, under date of 
March 19, 1900, as follows: 


“I was with President Hintze three weeks in Constantinople. 1 bade 
him good-bye and came away to Samsoun on the Black Sea by ship. I 
stayed a few days in that place hoping to sow a few seeds. As great 
care must be exercised here, I could not openly proclaim the Truth as 
I would like. I had several conversations and left a number of tracts 
there. I found no one in particular who was seeking the way of life and 
salvation. From there I came by wagon to Sivas, a journey of nine days. 
I came all alone with a Mohammedan driver and met with nothing seri- 
ous on the way. A few seeds were scattered on the roadside, some of 
which I hope fell on good soil and were not carried away by the hungry 
birds. 

„J knew there was a Mormon family here, but, as I had heard that they 
were very weak in the faith, I made no attempt to stay with them. There- 
fore I went to a lodging house, the best in town, they said, but a miserable 
place indeed. They charged me five piasters (1 fr.) a day, and made me 
pay for coal besides. I only stayed a week there. 

“I continued my journey to Zara, two days farther on, where I found 
a very loving set of Saints. They were exceedingly glad to see me, and 
received me kindly. I stayed with Nishan Sherinian, the presiding Elder. 
He appears to be a real Latter-day Saint. He is real well liked among the 
Saints, and is well thought of both among Islam and Christian as far as 
honesty and integrity are concerned. But as for Mormonism it is the 
same wherever we go, it has not many real friends in the world. Elder 
Nishan has a strong desire to go to Zion with his family. He wants to 
go with me when I go, if this government permit and the Church do not 
colonize. I don’t think there is any danger of his apostatizing after going 
to Uteh. The Saints in Zara are very poor and have a great deal to fight 
against, but are quite strong in the faith. None of them use tobacco, 
coffee or tea. They live in the fear of God and are not afraid of men. 
They all live in hope of going to Zion some day. They are very much 
disgusted with the present administration, and the people in general. I 
found them very obedient to the commandments of God and willing to 
listen to all truth. 

“While there we had a wedding. One of the brethren married a young 
lady who was a Campbellite. When the other Christians heard of this 
affair, some of them were very much grieved and declared that the Mor- 
mon cause should not progress, if they could prevent it. Some Armenian 
made a complaint to the government about me with the intention of 
having me removed. The police first called Nishan and interrogated him, 
then they called me. 1 was taken to the police commissioner who intro- 
duced me to the kamakam (mayor) of the village. They received me very 
kindly and treated me gentlemanly. I supposed they were going to enter 
some charge against me, but all went off pleasantly. Someof the brethren 
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were standing outside, expecting every moment something to arise, but 
there was nothing. I had a very nice talk with the officers, after which we 
separated with the best of feelings. The plan of the evil one was frustrated. 
When I was about ready to leave there, three penitent souls came for- 
ward very unexpectedly, and expressed their desire to be immersed in the 
waters of baptism. One was the leading protestant of the town, one his 
son’s daughter, and the other the newly married bride. A few ata time, 
we repaired to the banks of the Red River which flows by town. As 
Nishan and I were leaving the village, a number of stones came whizzing 
through the air, but none were effectual. One stone thrown by a Moham- 
medan was as large as a double fist. I feared that we should be discovered 
and our work disturbed, but their eyes proved to be blind to what we 
were going todo. This baptism nearly upset the town. They would not 
believe that Luke, the Protestant, had been baptized and become a Mor- 
mon. Some, to satisfy themselves, came and asked me, ‘How has he be- 
come a Mormon?’ They all have the idea that Mormons are paid for 
being what they are. One man declared to me that he knew that a cer- 
tain Mormon was receiving sixty piasters a month. He would not believe 
me to the contrary. You may be sure there was joy in Zion’s camp that 
night, but the enemy was very restless. There are now in Zara 23 mem - 
bers and 13 children. 

“There ought to be a school there. The Saints themselves cannot sup- 
port one, and the government will not permit us to run one. Nishan 
thinks that a teacher could be had for about fifty piasters ($2) a month 
and that they can conduct a class without attracting much attention. So, 
if they only had two or three pounds besides their tithing, they would be 
able to get along well. 

“T returned from Zara a week ago last Tuesday, after a two months stay. 
I am now staying with our Mormon family in Sivas. This place is quite a 
center of learning. The people are quite enlightened, and seem very will- 
ing to investigate the doctrine we present. Several have come to see me 
and we have had interesting talks. A number are pressing me to buy their 
souls. What the future has in store for us here I know not, but the 
prospects are not discouraging. I think it would be well if there were a 
missionary in Sivas all the time. We have a U. S. Consul here who could 
protect him. And then he would bea great comfort to the Saints in Zara. 
If Nishan go to Zion, there ought to be one here by all means. I have 
heard that an Elder Page was coming to Turkey. I don’t know where he 
is. I have not heard from Brothers Booth and Holdaway since President 
Hintze left. 

As soon as spring comes, I expect to travel farther into the interior. 
At present it is very cold and disagreeable.” 

How PopEs ARE ELEcTED.—In the case of a Pope's death (says a writer 
in the Church Gazette), the Camerlingo proceeds to the chamber of the 
dead Pope, strikes him three times on the forehead with a little hammer, 
and takes the “fisherman’s ring” from off his finger and breaks it. The 
Conclave for the election of a new Pope is held nine days after. The 
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cardinals are each of them shut up in a cell, and forbidden to hold com- 
munication with the outer world. The strictest secrecy respecting the 
election is enjoined. Since Gregory XV. the choice has been generally 
made by scrutiny or vote by ballot. The required majority (two thirds) 
of votes having been obtained by one of the candidates, he is declared 


properly elected. The new Pope then gives his — “Urbi ot 
orbi.” 


QUIET CHATS. No. 6. 


THE RESTORATION OF THE GOSPEL. 

THE equinox had passed, the air was fresh and balmy, spring, indeed, 
had come; the perfume of soil and early vegetation was already felt. 
The sun had set as the group of Binkses neared the suburban cottage of 
the Whites, where some of the members of the family, in gleeful ‘antici- 
pation, had already looked out several times for their expected guests; the 
outer door was ajar, and the notes of the organ enhanced the Sabbath 
feeling of this long expected anniversary. Soon wraps were off, intro- 
duction was brief, and almost before the united families were aware, 
they were all seated at the table, whose contents told that interested 
hands and hearts had provided a perfect feast. 

The organ swelled in cheery notes and with bowed heads all intoned 
the blessings in the spirit of united prayer. It was a proud day for the 
hostess, and a time of peaceful memories for the host; the family of five felt 
it to be a holiday indeed, and the visitors were touched by the spirit of a 
home which was the vestibule of heaven. 

There was no noise, no hurry, conversation was like the rippling waters, 
and when the repast was over and the majority adjourned to the parlor. 
There had been both a physical, a mental, and a spiritual feast; there was 
no surfeit, but every one was prepared for a joyous evening which was 
only in half suspense until Mrs. White and her two youngest daughters 
had disposed of the dining room etceteras and all was neat and fresh again. 

Meanwhile conversation in the parlor flagged in part, and as object after 
object, new and strange to the Binkses, was observed, there was curious 
as well as interested inquiry. Just as Mrs. White and her daughters 
came in, attention had been arrested by the picture of a very fine build- 
ing, nicely framed, hanging above the organ; almost simultaneously the 
album was opened, while books on the centre table were being scanned. 
Mrs. Binks expressed surprise at something, and the conversation assumed 
a general and surprising direction, Mr. Binks leading out: 

Why Mr. White, how did you come to be possessed of this picture of the 
Temple. 

Mr. Wurre. Oh nothing easier, we have some visiting friends who have 
come from there, and now and then we look over views of that far-off land, 
and this fine picture of the great Temple there is of intense interest to 
us, not only for what it means in itself, but because we are in hope some 
day of entering its sacred precincts and working for both the living and 
the dead. 


Mn. B. Work! work! Why what idea could give valus (grand though 
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the building may be) to you, when you are so cosily and, as I think, 
happily situated here in the land of your birth. 

Luc (timidly). Oh Ma, here is a picture of Brigham Young, that so 
many people talk about! 

Mrs. Binxs. Brigham Young! I suppose, Mr. White, you have him 
here as a curiosity, a phenomenon, a regular Blue-beard, the husband of so 
many wives. 

Mr. W. Oh dear no, I have him at home and in my heart because I 
think he was a great man, a profound statesman, a grand colonizer, a 
friend to the human race, a servant of God and one of His Prophets in 
this dispensation, and the once great leader of His chosen people. 

Mr. B. What is this I hear! why, he was a “Mormon,” a follower of 
that renegade Joseph Smith. Why, he was a great sinner, he set at defi- 
ance the whole United States, and has sent missionaries all over the world 
to delude mankind and lead them into bondage in a foreign land, he was 
a horrid old impostor. 

Mr. W. Did you ever see him, Mr. Bink3? Have you ever talked with 
any one who knew him? Do you know, indeed, what his teachings were, 
moral or religious? 

Mr. B. Oh, he had forty wives, he was a great criminal, a rare old sin- 
ner, and I have no use for a man of that kind. Did you ever know him 
Mr. White. 

Mr. W. No I never knew him, nor did I ever know his successors, who 
are religionists with himself, but I know he was a great man, not perfect, 
perhaps, but some men see only the spots upon the sun, and overlook its 
subtle power, its life-giving influence, its genial blessing, and its grand 
endowments in the economy of God. He was an earnest man, a great 
reformer, a preacher of the Gospel which you have failed to find on earth, 
and although I never saw or heard him, I am a believer in the doctrines 
he taught, and a lover along with my family of the great work to which 
he consecrated his life, and in which he became the executive of his glori- 
ous predecessor, Joseph Smith. 

Mr. B. Why, I thought you said you did not know him, never saw or 
heard him, and he has been dead for nearly twenty years if I can truth- 
fully remember. You are surely not a “Mormon”! 

Mr. W. I have that honor, but do not claim to be an extra specimen, 
as I have had but little experience. 

Mn. B. (To his wife.) What do you think of that, Mrs. B.] Did I not 
tell you that there was something bebind our visitor, Mr. White? Was he 
not a mystery tous? And yet not the shadow of suspicion ever attached 
itself to us. 

Mes. B. Why should it my dear, have we not enjoyed his visits? Has 
he not told us the truth? Was he not vindicated by the scriptures in all 
he said? And more, have we not learned much from him that is good, and 
are not he and his gentlemen and ladies of whom any one might be proud! 
Have we not often expressed surprise at the Light and Truth which has 
fallen from his lips? Has it not been to us a comfort and a blessing, 
though we neither knew where it began nor where, as far as I am concerned, 
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its end would be? I am willing to hear what Mr. White has to say, for 
his frankness and freshness in other things have proved themselves to me. 

Mr. B. (Sotto voce.) But he is a Mormon! Mormon, [ tell you, and 
our son and daughter! 

Mrs. B. Well! what then? Have they been defiled? Have they not 
with us been interested, informed and edified, and I am not (though I 
love our little family) about to borrow any trouble at present; besides you 
consider this home, is it not a picture of peace, of order, of intelligence? 
and as [ have read the Scripture, a good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 
nor can an evil tree bring forth good fruit. 

Mx. B. Why wife, are you so sentimental, so easily led, so subject to 
others? 

Mrs. B. Ob, my dear, you have come along nicely, you are a new and 
better man yourself, even since you found light and truth. 

Mr. B. True, my dear, but a “Mormon.” What will our friends say, 
what will all my customers say, what will the teacher of our children say, 
and then—what can I say. 

Mr. W. enters. Well, in my momentary absence I hope you have all 
enjoyed yourselves, and if Martha will play for us I would like to help 
sing “Oh my Father,” by way of change. 

Lucy. Oh, Ma, I am glad I have that by heart, it is beautiful. 

The curtain can only be dropped upon that act of loving worship, for it 
was a foretaste of Heaven. All the elder persons were in tears, and all 
the young people sung with the spirit and the understanding. 

Mr. W. I can say that I am exceedingly glad to have Mr. Binks and 
family as our guests this evening, first because it is twenty years to-day 
since myself and wife entered into our present pleasant relation, and ite 
two decades are almost a dream, and secondly, because it is ten years since 
we became associated with the restored Gospel of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ. Our previous happy married life has been very much 
enhanced since we gave obedience to its call of music, we understand our- 
selves better, our relationship, vastly better, our mission on the earth, the 
nature of Gospel Truth, and the authority of the Priesthood. We have 
the spirit of gathering, our hearts are set Zion-ward, our little family are 
weary of Babylon, and while we have congratulated ourselves, and been 
congratulated of others, there seems a special element of congratulation 
in the fact that by an inspirational providence, Mr. Binks, his wife and 
two children have become interested in part as we have now been for the 
last few years, and as we hope to be for time and all eternity. 

Mn. B. You don’t mean to tell me seriously that the old, good, grand 
Gospel about which we have talked, read and discussed so much is upon 
the earth to-day, restored, renewed, established, and that we can reach 
out and enjoy its gifts and blessings and powers as we have wished or 
— and for the withdrawal of which we have mourned as one without 

ope? 

Mr. W. That is just the good news I tell you this auspicious day, and 
it was revealed to Joseph Smith too, an unlettered boy, for the angels 
passed by the learned and the wise, the prominent and the great, they 


